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Veterans Day Parade is welcome to ride on the float

Friday Nov. 11. The parade if they like. First come/first

through downtown Tulsa served. The Ladies Auxiliary

starts at 11:00 a.m. and is will also be riding on the

one of the largest in the Post float this year.

nation. . o
Here are a few pictures Post members volunteer to

VFW Post 577will once from previous years. provide free breakfast each year!

again offer free breakfast
before the parade, from
7:00 - 9:00 a.m. Following
breakfast there will also be
a flag raising ceremony
performed on the Walk of
Honor in front of the Post.
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] will gather to attend_the _ Veterans, their families and
F parade. The Post will have a Post 577 floatd previous parade friends enjoy breakfast in 2009

— Post Christmas A

o, ost ristmas Activities

—d

PR Christmas is a great time would like to participate in the Center from the Post.
for visiting friends and the Dirty Santa activity We usually leave the Post

“ loved ones and we have (one gift per participant). by 5:15 to arrive in time

p— lots of opportunities to do Next, come help us share to set up.

7 - ]Clijusrti:]hatthit r:{)ﬁi\c/jvapgse;izzl the holiday spirit with the Finally, come and relax at

- Firstgcomeoutfgrour ' veterans at the Claremore the Uptown Loung:
A Post’Christmas Party on Veterans Center. We bring Christmas Party on

Thursda Decembe)r/ 15 musical entertainment, Saturday, December 17,
PR A friend Béf the Post is ’ food, and camaraderie to beginning at 4:00 pm.
' Supplving the main course the vets living there. The Call 918-585-9148 after

—d sopbpri)rgg ?/our favorite side party begins at 6:30 p.m. _3:OOpm for additional
d or dessert and share some gglﬂﬁgdgg’stt?fcgm?gmlg' information.

— grgat fellowship an_d fun! more informatio); or would Hope to see everyone at
P Bring a wrapped gift like to carnool/caravan to some or all of these great
e valued at $10-$20 if you P events!
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Post FUND RAISER at Chic -Fil -A

Walk of Honor

The Tulsa Hills Chic-Fil-A restaurant
(71 st. and Hwy 75) held an altday
VFW Post 577 fund
raiser at their location
on September 29.
Post 577 receives a
portion of each sales
receipt placed in the
donation box by
customers during the
day. From 5-8pm
there was a special
Salute to Veterans
with the funds from that portion of

the day being donated to the youth
programs of Tulsa Post 577. All in

all, we had fun and raised some
money to help continue the
programs we suppor
total of the money raised at the time

.....

Commander Doug Bagby
manning the table.

Service Office

Wheel of Fortune dring the
Veteran Appreciation period.

of this writing, but we will receive a
check from Chic-fil -A next week.

Members of the post
who attended and
helped out with the
event were
Commander Doug
Bagby, LAux President
JoJo Callahan, Ken L.
McCreary Sr., Mike
Callahan, Ed Morton
and Mildred Smith.

| want to extend a big thank you to
Chic-Fil-A marketing director, Cheryl
Fritz, for the
help and
energy she
put into this
fund raiser. g
She was very |
helpful in
organizing,
decorating,
handing out
information,
taking
pictures
and so many other things. Thank you
Cheryl!!

Ken L. McCreary Sr.

‘ \ \
Cheryl Fritz decorating
the table.

If you would like to
HONOR a Loved One
who has defended
our Country, please
consider ordering a
brick for our Walk of
Honor. We are still accepting
orders. A 40x80 bri
80x80 is $80.

The 4x8 can have up to 3 lines of text
- 20 characters per line, or choose an
image and 12 characters per line.

ck is

The 8x8 brick can have 6 lines of
text, 20 characters per line, or 4 lines
of text with an image.

All you have to do to order is mail
text information and a check to

Ladies Auxiliary to VFW #577
Brick Orders

VFW Post 577

1109 E. 6 St.

Tulsa, OK 74120

If you need ordering assistance,
want to choose an image, or have
questions, please leave a message
for Mildred Smith at 918 -724-3200
or 918-585-9148.

The Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post 577
reserves the right to review all brick
text for appropriateness.

From The Auxiliary President

We are staying busy down at the
VFW Post 577 Service Office. We had
five volunteers working in the office
last month putting in 331 hours and
1337 miles. Claims we are currently
helping veterans with are slowly
starting to get done by the VA. We
are helping veterans start new claims
each week and beginning to see a few
new Irag and Afghan vets. If you
need assistance in completing
paperwork or you know of a veteran
who needs help starting the process
with the VA system, give us a call at
918-585-9148, we are here to assist
you Tuesday- Friday, 8am to 3pm.

Allen Brown,
Post Service Officer

Douglas Bagby
Commander / Service Officer

Ladies,

We have been busy getting ready for
Veterans Day and the Veterans Day
Parade, which is on a once in a
lifetime date of 11-1111.

We are still sending out Boxes to the
Troops and any donation is deeply

appreciated, whether cash or supplies.

If you have an address for a soldier
overseas, call the office and give it to
Dena, the secretary, please.

We are still selling our Cookbooks at
$15, they make real nice gifts. We will
have some available for purchase at
breakfast on Veterans Day. We are
also still selling RADA Cutlery as a
fundraiser. To place an order call
Georgia Hill.

We are having fun working in the
canteen during Bingo. If you are in
need of something to do, come out
and play with us on Wed & Fri nights.

We will be going to the Claremore
Hospital in December for our annual
Christmas Party; all are welcome to
attend with us. We will be having our
annual Dirty Santa Christmas Party at
the Post on 121511, along with
shacks, so come out for some good ole
fellowship.

To those who are ill a speedy recovery.

Happy Thanksgiving and have a
Merry Christmas!

Jo Callahan
Ladies Auxiliary President
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September 11, 2011

Ten years ago this nation was awak
ened by an horrific attack on our soil.

Rubble that was part of the
Twin Towers brought down
on September 11, 2001 .

Not only Americans died but many
from other countries as well, so this
was an attack on humanity. At the
start of WWII we were
similarly attacked and lost
many lives and it was called
war. Both were attacks
against humanity and this
one is still going on in
tracking down the terrorist
net works so i
happen again.

Today at 0730 Mayor
Bartlett, myself, and many
veterans organizations
(American Legion Post 1,
VVA 576, Union High School
JROTC, American Veteran

$0.

Ken L. McCreary, Sr.,
at Moving Wall Memorial

Riders, and others) attended opening
ceremonies at Central Park at Union
High School for the week-long
memorial highlighted by the Moving
Wall. The Union High School JROTC
Cadets began a
week long march g
as the special unit
at Arlington '
National Cemetery
does every day at
the tomb of the
unknown soldiers.
Twenty one steps
from one end of
the walkway to the
other, turn, face the wall for 21
seconds and then twenty one steps
back to the other end. They will repeat
this march the entire
eight days the wall is
here. They will also

"' observe the changing of
= the guard. | watch them

@ and am very proud of the
dedication and effort our
young people have put
into honoring our dead
and POW/MIA from the
Vietham War.

A roll call was held for
the thirty four

Okl ahomans
make it home and their

"] %&3z4 $03/ &3

W h 0 oOdeiofthddiBplays 8 many remember

dog tags were added to the bamboo
cage on one end of the walk with the
Soldiers Cross at the other end. As the
names were called | remembered two
of the young men whom | had known,
one while in service and
one during my high

1 school years.

114k _ My mother, brother and
.J_L& | walked along the wall
- - and found the name of
one of my cousins who
s Was shot down and never
= made it back.

| hope many of you were

able to make a trip this week to

Central Park at Union to watch the
ceremony that the Cadets put on. |
was proud to just be there for the men
who lost their lives for the freedom we
enjoy today.

Ken L. McCreary, Sr., Judge Advocate

this old egg beater in Vietnam.

Buddy Poppy Campaign

Comrades,

We have been busy these past
months down here at the Post. We
had a fund raiser at the Chick-fil -A,
on 71st just east of Hwy 75, on the
29th of September. Boy, was that a
blast, we had a great time. Bingo is
coming along great, would like see a
lot more people down here. The
Ladies Auxiliary is doing a great job
running the canteen, but they need
more volunteers to help them out.
We will start having pot luck dinners
on our second meeting of the month,
starts at 6:30 pm, come down and
join us for fellowship and dinner.
Chick-fil -A is sponsoring two (2) new
banners for our Post. One banner is
for advertising the VFW Bingo, and
the other banner is a replacement for

the old one advertising the breakfast

fundraiser that we have once a month.

The old one is starting to rip.

| invite everyone to come downtown
for the Veterans Day Parade on
Friday, November 11, at 11am.

Breakfast will be served from 7i 9 a.m.

with a flag raising ceremony right
after breakfast. This year Veterans
Day is extra special because it is on
the eleventh day, eleventh month,
eleventh year and the eleventh hour,
11/11/11/11. It won't happen again for
a hundred years. Also, don't forget
our Christmas party at the Claremore
Veteran Center in December.

We look forward to seeing you at all
these events!

Douglas Bagby, Commander

So far the Post has handed out be-
tween 800 to 1,000 Buddy Poppies
and we are still going strong. We also
have Buddy Poppy boards available.
Members of the Post can have one for
a five dollar donation to the Post, (the
Buddy Poppy Chairman set the price
for members to help out the post).

Please let me know if you are inter-

ested in helping out
entry in the National Buddy Poppy
contest at next yearo

vention.

We will have a float with Buddy Pop-
pies on it in the Veterans Day parade,
along with handing them out during
the parade.

Douglas Baghy
Commander

NOV / DEC 2011
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Hmong New Year Celebration

| received an invitation to attend the
Vang Family New Year Banquet at
12000 E. 31st Street, held on Satur-
day, October 8, 2011. First, before |
go into the details of the banquet and
other festivities, | would like to take
this time to educate
those who
know the history of
the Vang Family and
the Hmong people
and to remind those
who do.

In the ear
President Kennedy
recruited the Hmong
people to work with

the CIA in the South Asian countries.
They served the U.S. with great hon-
or and support of the U.S. Special
Forces. Their job was to search and
destroy supplies that were coming
down the Ho Chi Min Trail to the
NVA and Viet Cong. The second part
of their job was to rescue any
downed pilots who happened to be
shot down by the North Viethamese.
They did all of this while incurring a
great loss of life of their own people,
with over 60,000 killed on the Ho

Chi Min Trail alone and another 4 -5
lives lost for every pilot they rescued.

After the war was over the Hmong
people had to leave their home area
in Laos for other countries that
would take them as communist forc-
es determined that they were to be
hunted down and executed or to be
Aireeducatedo in t
trine through torture and brainwash-
ing, often resulting in death. So a
large contingent of the Hmong peo-
ple immigrated to the allied coun-
tries of Australia, France, Canada,
and the U.S. They became citizens of
our country and others. Currently
many of their children are serving in
the military alongside many of our
children. They are serving with hon-
or in Irag and Afghanistan.

The Hmong population in the Tulsa
area has grown to over five thousand
people. One of their important cul-
tural traditions is observed annually
in our area. During their New Year
celebration many of the Hmong
dress in traditional clothes, perform
traditional dance, music, and sports,

- pre SRR
B3 TAUARE) -
President Vang making a speech
along with other dignitaries.

h

as well as offering a variety of foods
and merchandise to those in the Tulsa
area. This is an excellent opportunity
to meet Hmong people, and the
Hmong young ones to have the oppor-
tunity to find their soul mates through
traditional ball toss-
ing and singing love
songs. It also pro-
vides the opportunity
to educate others
about the Hmong
cultural traditions.
The New Year usually
4 occurs at the end of
the harvest season in
November and De-
cember of each year.
It also serves as a thanksgiving cele-
bration and blessing for the New Year.

)

Now that you know a little about the
Hmong people, | will tell you about
my experience this last weekend. It all
began with a meeting of the clans with
Dr. Wang Yee Vang, President of Lao
Veterans of America, Inc. (an organi-
zation similar to the VFW and Ameri-
can Legion) who gave the state of the
union address to the group and an-
swered all of the clan headsman ques-
tions. He then introduced me to give
a speech of what we in the VFW were
doing to help them in achieving long
awaited recognition. | told them that
our Post was authorized to adopt the
Hmong Veterans into our Post and
also to perform military funerals for
their veterans. In fact, we have al-
ready performed one. | also advised
them | would help write letters to con-
gress to try to achieve status for
Hmong veterans to be buried in Na-
tional Cemeteries.

After the meeting was over | was invit-
ed to Stephan Vang¢
observed their traditions. The meal

was traditional Hmong food and

served to the headsman of the clans,
this traditional meal took about 1% to

2 hours to complete.

We then went over to the Green Coun-
try Event Center on East 31st Street
where President Vang and | cut the
ribbon to the New Year celebration.
Again we had more speeches and then
a wonderful traditional Hmong meal.
While we ate we were entertained by
three different groups of young ladies

doing traditional dances. The dancers
were really good and the traditional
dress was also great. | learned that
they make all of their own dresses.
The celebration went on until late that
evening, and all were ready to visit the
next family pre new year next week.

Bt _
Group #2 0 Traditional Dancers

Group #3 0 Traditional Dancers

Group #4 0 Traditional Dancers

The invitation to be with such distin-
guished veterans who gave so much in
helping us in Vietham was a great
honor for me. | encourage everyone

to ook for next
attend if possible.
you did!

Ken L. McCreary, Sr.
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